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A Welcome Note from G.G.

Well, down here in the Big Easy we are definitely into the hot and steamy days of
summer. It makes for excellent daiquiri weather; that’s for sure. The temperature also
gives me plenty of an excuse to sit down at the computer and work in the air
conditioning all day, no matter how many weeds there are to pull in the yard.

I’'m working hard on Holy Cross Christmas, my holiday release with Loose Id. Just
thinking about Christmas time -- and how cold it was last year -- also helps beat the
heat. | hope you’ll all enjoy this interracial story set in one of the most storm-ravaged
neighborhoods in New Orleans. | have to admit I've already cried a few times while
working on it.

Of course, with another hurricane season just heating up, | have to recommend my
late summer release, Lilith’s Daughter, from Carnal Desires. This paranormal also
features a hurricane, so it’s perfect for your September reading. In it, lltani, a succubus,
falls in love with a mortal man much to the chagrin of her mistress, Lilith. This should
have a little something for everyone. Finally, look for my short ménage from New Line
Press, Vampire Ménage, on the first of September. This story is definitely more suited to
the fans of my free Literotica reads than my Loose Id erotic romances.

1|Page



Interview with Nica Berry

G.G.: Where did the inspiration for "Nature's Own"
come from?

Nica: The first nugget of inspiration came while | was
watching a BBC version of Robert Louis Stevenson's
Kidnapped. | had some vague idea of a fae prince
wanting a human lover and being trapped in the human
world, or vice versa. The end result is very different and
really has nothing to do with the show, but, hey, it
worked.

G.G.: What challenges did you face in your
worldbuilding for this story?

Nica: This story didn't take as much research as others,
but it took a long time to find what | needed for the
ancient Egyptian background. | spent a while
researching methods of execution and trying to find the
right name for Amun. The San Diego bits were easy,
since | lived there for six years. Actually, writing in a
modern world is a relief sometimes since language,
locations, and actions are less restricted.

G.G.: If you could have one of the powers that the fae in
your story have, what would it be? Why?

Nica: Oooh. That's a tough one. Self-healing?
Prescience? Sexual allure? Fire-starter? Mind-reading?
Actually, I always thought it would be cool to be a
shapeshifter so | could turn into any animal | wanted to.
None of my fae have that (at least, not the on-screen
ones), but it's what I'd pick.

G.G.: What | loved about this story is the theme of the
redeeming power of love, that even when we are weak
of body, the power of our love is sometimes still strong
enough to do amazing things. Where did that idea come
from? Was it a deliberate focus when you started the
story, or did it just sort of grow out of the plot?

Nica: Have to say it grew out of the plot. | generally
grow a story from a character or a snippet of dialog that
pops into my head. Plus I'm more of an SF/F writer than
a romance writer, so those aspects of the story come
more easily. Then | try and work out how the sex is
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Check out my contests page.
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Out Now from G.G. Royale

The Flapper and the Fellow
Set in 1925, this
story follows
stuffy Bostonian
professor Walter
Winthrop down
into the Big Easy,
where he finds
that more than
just the weather is
hot.

"An
Introduction”
appears in_Girl
Crush.

A little bondage, a little
exotic beauty, a big' .
evening.
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important to the story, and after much wrangling of
character and plot the overall theme falls into place and
the whole story fits together.

G.G. What can readers expect from you next? What are
you working on?

Nica: | have an M/M novella, Demon's Dance, coming
out from Carina Press this fall. I've also got several
projects in progress. One is an SF with sexy hybrid
feline/human men. Another is trying to rework an M/M
novella featuring Native American mythology. My
biggest goal is to get my M/M fantasy novel together
before | head off to a residency at the Lambda Literary
Writer's Retreat for Emerging LGBT Writers in August.

Nature’s Own will release from Loose Id on 27 July.

The Swithin Series
By Sharon Bidwell

Having read stories by writers such as Angela
Knight, | stumbled across a couple of books that
little did | know were going to change my life. I'm a
writer from the UK, and I've been quite successful
with poems, short stories and articles, both fact and
fiction in recent years. The problem | faced was
simple: when was | going to produce a longer work?
| believe the main problem I've needed to
overcome is ironically one of my personal
strengths: | write as | read, meaning anything and
everything. Much of my work crosses genres, and
that provides me with a rich world of storytelling.
The trouble is most publishers want to categorise
work, and my ideas just didn’t seem to fit.

| bought a book which featured a short story by
Angela Knight and, intrigued, | tracked down the
publisher, Loose Id. Liking the variety of stories, |
began to read in earnest. Vamps, shape-shifters,
westerns, sci-fi -- if you could envision it, a book
existed in the romance industry. | had discovered
erotic romances for women, and many of these
publishers allowed their authors to let their
imaginations take them where it wanted to fly. |
loved the concept and wanted to join them.

I thought “I can do this” just prior to mild panic

Did you receive this newsletter
from a friend? Would you like
to subscribe? If so, visit the
form here and sign up! I will
not use your email for anything
else.

G.G.'s Upcoming Releases

e Lilith's Daughter, August or
September, Carnal Desires.
One of Lilith's succubi is torn
between serving her goddess
and her love for a mortal
man.

e Vampire Ménage. This short
will come out with New Line
Press 1 September.

e Holy Cross Christmas. Addana
is rebuilding her house in the
Lower Ninth Ward of New
Orleans when she falls for a
National Guard troop nearly
ready to retire. Look for it in
December from Loose Id!

Planned Releases
Another Kittengirl: My Two
Doms. This ménage centered
on Haley from Kittengirls is
looking for a loving, adoptive
publisher right now. In it, you
can expect more costumes,
some BDSM, and two very
hot men fighting over the
same woman.

e "The White Bride" in an
upcoming anthology of folk-
and fairytale inspired lesbian
erotic romance.

"The Bean-Nighe," about a
certain variety of banshee
and the family she watches,
in an upcoming anthology of
horror-inspired erotica.
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when | accepted | had never written something so
explicit. Nevertheless, the motivation remained and
I had nothing to lose by trying. | just needed an
idea.

Over several weeks, | grew increasingly
frustrated. | wanted to write for Loose Id, but |
needed something special, something different. The
dream seemed hopeless. The muse continued to
elude me. Then | noticed that m/m books began to
appear with increasing frequency. | picked up a gay
romance and loved it. The sex scenes in the book
were very much part of the story and just plain fun.
The snappy dialogue appealed to me and,
ultimately, would influence the way my characters
spoke.

It started with a vision of a man sitting on a
bench in open parkland, and a thief about to steal
his purse. At the time, | had no idea who the man
was, or why he sat there. | had no clue as to the
identity of the thief. Later, | came across a name:
Shavar, meaning ‘Comet’ and suddenly | knew who
the man was and why he sat there. Gradually |
added ingredients to this ‘recipe’: one prince, a
thief, the prince’s best friend and personal guard, a
magical power, some political intrigue, an arranged
marriage to stop a war, different types of emotional
and physical love. Suddenly, | had Uly’s Comet the
first of The Swithin Chronicles.

It turned out to be one of those ideas that
many writers consider a blessing. One that taps you
on the shoulder when you’re not looking, stays with
you, bugs you, whispers in your ear, and then starts
howling when you try to ignore it. That still leaves
the question of why | made this largely a same sex
story. In my mind, there was no uncertainty. |
envisioned a race that freely took lovers of either
sex. This also gave the story an additional concept.
If | had made the thief female, a similar story could
have applied, but it would have contained less
conflict, less tension, less story. That was not only
somewhat boring it wouldn’t have opened up new
pathways | could explore for future instalments.

The simple question of why straight women
write or read this type of literature is interesting,
and it was one that | decided to explore. There’s an
article on my Web site on this very topic. One
reason is the genre allows writers to go where they

Works in Progress

e A holiday release based on
The Nutcracker. This should
be a new and different
romp from what | normally
do.

e A Slave to the Big Top. An
otherworldly circus abducts
a mortal and she’s
subjected to all the delicious
torture they have to offer.

e Shave and a Haircut. A
stranger rolls into town, but
it’s not at all what you
expect.

From the Edit
Deadlines, Part |
By G.G. Royale

Let’s talk today about
deadlines, from an author’s and
editor’s standpoint. Deadlines
can be quite nerve-racking and
intimidating, particularly when
dealing with a set publication
date.

The way I've always set
deadlines when | have a choice
is to follow the trick
Montgomery Scott taught
Geordi La Forge on a very
special episode of Star Trek: The
Next Generation. In this
episode, the crew rescues
Scotty from the buffers of a
teleporter, where he’d
essentially existed in a
suspended state for some
years. In a conversation with
Geordi, he admits that he
always told Captain Kirk that
something would take twice as
long to fix as it actually did.
Then, he looked really good
when it only took half as long as
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might not otherwise be able to, whether that is a
character’s psyche or a representation of a physical
hereto ‘male-dominated’ arena. They can also
explore what some would consider ‘tasteless’
subjects if applied to female characters. It creates a
new dynamic.

The Swithin books now consist of the main
trilogy, which does contain some m/f scenes, but is
ultimately about the love of three men. Why three?
Well, I never intended it that way, but one of my
characters, Ryanac, surprised me. | put him there to
manipulate others, and in turn he had his wicked
way with everyone, me included. | realized | simply
couldn’t leave him out of the story.

The first book may be read as a standalone, but
truly it’s a pity if the reader stops there without
ever knowing the whole story. There are also three
‘spins’ so far consisting of one f/f, one m/f, and the
latest edition, which is a m/m story. There may be
two more to complete the series although I’'m not
sure when or if these will be completed, but they
will be m/m/m, and m/f respectively. The spins are
standalone reads. A Swithin Spin 3: A Princely
Passion is released this July, and it’s one in which
the story content surprised me.

When responsibility becomes too much to face
alone, two men will discover the true meaning of
sharing...particularly when one is naturally
dominant and the other unknowingly submissive!

Are you ready for a princely passion?
http://www.sharonbidwell.co.uk

A Princely Passion releases 13 July with Loose Id.

On Petals and Thorns
By Jennifer Paris

So, G.G. suggested that | write an article on how to
transform a fairy tale into a hot modern erotica story.

Except, | really don’t know how to do that.

My erotic novella, Petals & Thorns, is one G.G.
plucked out of the slush pile. The story follows the
young Amarantha, the virginal Beauty who weds the
Beast of fairytales, only to discover that the bargain

his original estimate.

So whenever someone asks,
“When can you get this done?”
and you’re pretty sure it will
take, say, a week, say instead
two weeks. When you get it
done early, you look brilliant,
but it also gives you built-in
time to cope with any
unforeseen circumstances.

July Releases from My Loose Id
Authors

e Sharon Bidwell’s A Swithin
Spin Three: A Prince’s Passion
releases 13 July

e Jennifer Paris’s Petals and
Thorns releases 13 July

e Cameron Dane’s Something
New releases 20 July

e Nica Berry’s Nature’s Own
releases 27 July

Want to Write for Me?

I'm looking for short stories -
-romantic, erotic flash of less
than 1000 words -- to be
included in the "Lagniappe"
section of my monthly
newsletter and on my blog. If
you would like the chance to
share your work with my
readers, please email stories as
an .rtf attachment to
royalesubs@gmail.com.

Stories should not have been
previously published. No
multiple or simultaneous
submissions, please. Rate is
0.01 per word, paid via Paypal
upon publication. I'm asking for
first electronic rights; after
three months, you can submit
elsewhere. If you'd like it
removed at that time from my
blog archives, let me know.
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she’s entered requires somewhat more that she
anticipated.

| didn’t really set out to make it a modern erotica
story. Instead, | wanted to explore the fantasy of Beauty
and the Beast. This is what makes these ancient tales
resonate with us still: the horror and desire,
intertwined. From the first time | saw the original movie
and read the stories (Caveat: no, I've never seen the
Disney version) — | wondered what really happened to
the young, vulnerable, and lovely Beauty on those long,
lonely nights.

Don’t we all?

There she is: trapped with a BEAST in a castle. Just
the two of them. He can do anything at all to her. His
nature is base, and she is innocent.

Ah, the field is ripe.

| suspect most stories start with this kind of
daydream, with this kind of illicit fantasy. We take our
childhood questions and feed them into adult desires
and imaginings.

Love and power — BDSM grows from the balance of
the two. Desire and control is another face to put on it.
If | modernized it, it’s because I'm a liberated woman,
who understands the boundaries of independence and
surrender. If | fantasized it, it's because | understand
the longing for the tight corset, the frills and lace, the
magical man who’s a Beast, but can be transformed
into a Prince.

Don’t we all?

So, how does one transform a fairy tale into a
modern erotic story?

Take one large dollop of childhood belief in magic,
love, and happy endings. Mix thoroughly with adult
desire, longings, and struggles for control. Add a bit of
spice, the dark fantasies of midnight.

And there you are.

Jennifer Paris’s Petals and Thorns releases 13 July
with Loose Id.

A Little Lagniappe

This month’s Lagniappe
could win you a prize! Here’s
what you have to do. Read The
Flapper and the Fellow. Then
visit the Contests page on my
site and answer a few trivia
questions there. A winner will
receive a copy of Holy Cross
Christmas this December. You
have until December 1 to read
and answer the questions.
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